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Hi Volks,  welcome to another issue of Volksvoice, the last for 2014 …. Yes, 

Xmas is just a matter of a few weeks away and then we will be into 2015 ! I 

don’t know about you but time does seem to fly nowadays and judging by the 

displays in shops like the Warehouse Xmas seems to come earlier as well…I’m 

sure I saw Xmas displays there in October ! I guess it gives us all more time to 

spend on Xmas shopping, although the fun does wear off pretty quickly!  A big 

welcome to our new members, hopefully we will see you at some of our many 

events that we are going to have over the next year.  

 

The months since the last Magazine came out have been extremely busy, not 

just because of the usual Xmas buildup but also because of all the VW related 

activities that were on offer.  

 

First off the rank, for me anyway, was our annual Spring Jamboree, again held 

at the Watene reserve on Tamaki Drive, on Sunday 19th October. The weather on 

the Saturday was absolute Bollocks and we didn’t hold out much hope for the 

Sunday but hey, somebody up there owns a VW and Sunday turned out to be 

sunny and warm ! This brought out the punters and we had well over 100 cars 

turn up, both air and water-cooled … it’s always good to see the water boys turn 

up, we are all VW fans after all !  

 

As usual Ken O’Halloran got the BBQ up and running and some of the others 

went off and did some judging…no mean feat as there are usually a good 

number of really nice cars on display. Cars that caught my eye was a NZ  new 

1963 Karmann Ghia that the owner had just finished restoring, a recent “barn 

find” split Kombi that had only done 35,000 miles and a nice yellow 914, a 

model for which I have always had a 

passion ! The event attracted a lot of 

interest from the passing traffic which 

is one of the reasons why this is such a 

good site! A most enjoyable afternoon! 

Thanks to Terry Sawyer for organizing 

this event.  
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 Next up was the annual VW Bulli weekend, this time held at the Raetihi 

Holiday Park on the 7th-9th November. Raetihi is an old town in the middle of 

the North Island, close to Ohakune and National Park. Judging by some of the 

grand old buildings in the town Raetihi obviously has a history but today it is a 

fairly quiet place with only a couple of shops and take-aways. However that’s 

what you want for a Bulli… somewhere away from the maddening crowd !  

 

The Holiday Park was fairly small and luckily we didn’t have more than about 

30 odd vehicles turn up as it was pretty full. The Manager and his family were 

very helpful and seemed to enjoy having us there. The weather for the whole 

weekend ( which started Friday morning for many of us ) was fantastic, hardly a 

cloud in the sky and the views to the mountains were stunning… all covered in 

snow even in mid November ! Needless to say it got cold as the sun went down 

( somebody said 1 degree over night ) but we had a good outdoor fire going so it 

wasn’t a problem and the Kombi was nice and cozy, albeit aided by two 

sleeping bags ! Those sleeping in a tent were a bit colder !    

 

The nice weather gave everybody lots of opportunity to do some sightseeing, 

with some going up the mountain to play in the snow, some going to nearby 

Horopito for a look at “Smash Palace” and some just taking it easy, which is 

what Bulli is all about ! Many of us went for our morning coffee fix to the 

Kombi Coffee Café in Ohakune, where an enterprising VW enthusiast has a 

split Kombi parked in Ohakune over winter offering delicious coffee for those 

on the go as well as a more relaxing “too cool” coffee shop with a T2 Westy 

parked inside the Café along with comfortable old lounge chairs and an array of 

reading material to relax with over a coffee! Was so good that we had to return 

the next day !  

 

 Spent a few hours at Horopito, so many cars to see, including unusual ones 

such as a 1950’s Skoda Felicia, a 1960’s Trekka, a nice Mercedes roundie that 

someone should salvage, a couple of Mercedes finnies from the early sixties etc, 

in fact a good representation of everything that was running round the streets of 

NZ in the middle of the last century ! My return journey on Sunday afternoon 

was via the National Park to Turangi road, a beautiful clear day with mountain 

scenery to kill for… too good an opportunity to miss!  I’ve said it before and I’ll 

say it again… every Bulli is an opportunity to see something great in NZ.. 

Thanks to Brian Goodhue from Taranaki for selecting this spot and talking to 

the VW owner about the weather !    
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Next event I hope to go on will be the annual Raglan run which is always a 

good way to give your old classic a run, and hopefully the VW owner in the sky 

will take part !  Put it in your diary Volks, it’s always a good day !  

 

At the beginning of August,  I, along with a couple of other Auckland VW 

enthusiasts had the opportunity to go to the VW Spectacular in Australia. This 

show is held at Nambucca Heads on the northern NSW coast and this year it 

was the 20th anniversary show so it was treated as a special year with a week 

long list of activities to enjoy / take part in. Headquarters for the event was the 

Valla Beach Tourist Park which, as well as having lots of room for campers, also 

has great facilities like a huge bar/dining/conference building and this was open 

all day everyday with a manned restaurant kitchen offering great meals every 

night …  the drinks and the food were sold at reasonable prices too…. So every 

night you could sit in this facility with your VW friends and have a good time !   

 

 

The actual show itself is on the Saturday/Sunday but for the days before that the 

organizers had organized a variety of events which included lots of scenic 

cruises and photoshoots and a day of track racing and drag racing. Some of the 

scenic runs ended up in some real great small Aussie towns in the back blocks, 

each of which had it’s own surprises and delights. One small town, Bellingen, 

surprised me in that it had a great tree lined main street with cafes etc on it, 

including a Swiss Konditorei which had real yummy tasting European cakes;  

another was Dorrigo which had a huge typical Aussie verandah Pub on the 

corner on the main street… good for a cool beer in the warm weather we were 

having ! I started chatting to an old fella outside a motorbike repair shop and 

discovered that he was into classic cars as well… Mercedes no less and he then 

rattled off all the Mercedes classics that he owned… and to prove it he took me 

into the bike shop and out the back where there were a couple of the Mercs…  

turned out that he was the owner of the place and had lived in this town all his 

life !  

 

Another attraction of Dorrigo was the Railways Museum… and what a museum 

it is!  They had at least one of everything that ever ran on Aussie Rail and had 

over 75 locomotives and hundreds and hundreds of carriages etc. It’s a 

voluntary group and most of the stuff needs restoring to one degree or another 

but hey ..  they are working on it ! 
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On the Saturday the town of Nambucca Heads closes off the main street and all 

the VW’s drive into town convoy style and park 5 across in the main street…

this year there were close on 600 vehicles parked there…what a sight… what 

variety… mostly aircooled and everything from stock beetles thru to off-road 

T2 Kombis and T1 drag racers ! Lots of Kombis, T1, 2 and 3’s with some very 

nice restored models and some just very nice original models, as well as the rat 

look etc; quite a few Type 3’s as well, so there should be, they sold a few over 

there. After lunch we headed back to the camp where a swap meet had started 

up…  not as exciting as I thought it would be but I think most of the good stuff 

had already been traded long before the swapmeet had started !  

 

There was a good selection of dealers as well, including the likes of Just 

Kampers. I got talking to a Chinese guy from the UK who makes quality repro 

bits for Westy Campers… all those little bits you thought you could no longer 

buy. He also makes the original curtain/seat material used in the Bay window 

westys, something that was previously unavailable… he has a factory in China 

making most of the stuff…fascinating. Saturday night there was a special dinner 

with an auction of donated VW goods so that was quite good too.  

 

Sunday is Show and Shine day and the sight of 600 VW’s on display is 

something else. A special event for this years show was the “Barndoor muster” , 

the aim of which was to try and break the record for the most right hand drive 

Barndoor Kombis at one meeting… I think about 19 turned up, some waiting 

for that yet to come restoration and others already done. What a grand sight 

seeing all those barndoors together, all models too, from 23 window deluxe, 

Kombi, pick-up and panel van. A couple of them were ex NZ too… another 

special event was the 50th anniversary of the Beach Buggy ( Yes !  it all started 

in 1964 with Mr Meyers ! )  so there was a large display of those too. Mid 

afternoon and they did the prize gving and then it was all over bar the shouting ! 

Did I enjoy myself? Too right! Would I go again?  Yes but maybe leave it for a 

few years !  

 

Do a google search on VW Spectacular 2014 if you want to get a real look.  

 

Well, that’s it for me, enjoy your VW’s, they need to be driven! Hopefully see 

you at one of our events or club meets. Finally I wish you all the best for the 

Festive season, relax and enjoy the time with your families ( and that includes 

the VW’s ! ). Yours in VW Kombis,   

Knut Erbs 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

Greeting to all. 

  

About 8 members met Autobahn and convoyed down to the Te Aroha cruise in. 

On display in the main street were a large  collection  of old and restored  

vehicles. It was a joy to wander amongst them . Although it was showery and 

sunny it was an interesting day bringing back many memories  

of days gone by. 

 

The annual Spring 

Jamboree show and shine  

was held the Watene 

Reserve  and was very 

well attended with some 

100or so vehicles  on 

show. Weather wise it was 

a hot sunny day. Like me I 

am sure an enjoyable time 

was  had by all. Many 

thanks to Terry for 

organising  this with the 

council, John and Ken for 

running the  BBQ. 

  

Bulli for 2014  was held at Raetihi, hosted by the Taranaki club . Although  I did 

not attend, a number of club  members made the effort to go. By all accounts a 

good time was had  by all. 

  

I organised a  Mystery Tour of South Auckland on 23 November. Some 8 

members and partners left Autobahn 10 am. After a 2 hour drive through the 

country ,arrived at Kaiaua for a picnic  lunch stop . We then continued on 

through more South Auckland country.  

 

Many stopped at Kawakawa Bay for a ice cream, finally ending up at  Totara 

Park for prize giving. An enjoyable  day was had by all on a lovely sunny day. 

  

Many  thanks to all for your support. 

Eddie Taylor 



       VOLKSVOICE Page 6 

4 October, Saturday - Aroha Cruise In - 

Show and Shine. 

 

After meeting early at Papakura Autobarn on 

the Southern Motorway, the Auckland 

contigent set off and joined with the Hamilton 

and Tauranga VW members and at Te Aroha 

where they were parked as a group in a prime 

position in the Te Aroha main street.   

 

Another fantastic weekend of Cars, bikes, prizes, rock and roll, live music, stalls, bouncy 

castles, V8 simulators, poker run, face painting - in fact, fun for all ages.   

 

The weekend is all about cars, bikes, Te Aroha and raising funds for some very deserving 

groups including the Te Aroha Fire Brigade and St Johns ambulance. This was the 7th 

Aroha Cruise In organized by the Te Aroha Business Association with proceeds going back 

into the community. 

 

More photo’s are available on the VWOC club gallery at: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157648317575676/ 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157648317575676/
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19th October, Sunday- Spring Jamboree Show and Shine 

 

Another successful Spring Jamboree Show and Shine event held at Watene Reserve on the 

Auckland Waterfront. Approximately a 100 cars (and Trikes) were in attendance with a 

good blend of Water and Air-cooled  

 

More photo’s are available on the VWOC club gallery at: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157646520837814/ 

 

Also, check out this Video of the Jamboree compiled by Sam Oldfield 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M207SDxkNzg 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157646520837814/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M207SDxkNzg
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7th - 9th November, Sunday- Bulli 2014 - 

Raetihi 

 

This was the Annual Bulli camping week-

end free hosted by the Taranaki VW Club.     

 

This year it was located centrally in a place 

called Raetihi, right on the river. 
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23 November, Sunday - Southern Sights Mystery Tour 

 

A small but enthusiastic group enjoyed a scenic tour of the South Auckland countryside, de-

parting from Papakura Autobahn on the Southern Motorway  and taking in Ramarama, Ara-

rumi, Paerata and Mangatawhiri, stopping at Kaiaua for lunch 

 

Then returned via Kawakawa Bay and Clevedon, finishing at Totara Park, Manurewa.    

 

Thanks to Club President Eddie Taylor for his efforts preparing the itinerary 

 

Click this link for more photos  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157649014644838/   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67375128@N02/sets/72157649014644838/
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Club Nights We meet on the second Wednesday each month at the 

Vintage Car Club rooms, 39 Fairfax Avenue, Penrose from 7:00pm. 

Come along for an hour or two of socialising with fellow VW 

enthusiasts to share your ideas on club outings and activities, ask 

advice and swap yarns. Free Coffee, Tea and Biscuits provided, new 

members welcome to attend. 

 

Keep an eye on the VWOC web site for updates to these events  

http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz/index.php 

 

7th December, Sunday- Annual Raglan Run 

Bring a picnic lunch and full tank of petrol to join with us in the annual Raglan Run. 

 

Meet at the Papakura Autobahn on the Southern Motorway at 9:00am.  We will leave the 

Autobahn at 9:45am to convoy down to Hamilton, meeting up with the Bay of Plenty and 

Waikato VW Clubs at McDonalds, Greenwood Street, Frankton at 11:00am. 

 

From there we will have a combined convoy out to Raglan for a picnic lunch and browse 

around the shops. 

 

21 December, Sunday - Club Run and Christmas BBQ. 

 

We are still confirming details but keep this afternoon free for a short cruise around 

Auckland City, followed by a BBQ. 

 

Keep an eye on the VWOC web site for updates to these events http://

www.vwownersclub.co.nz/index.php 

 

7th February, Saturday- Classic Car Tour d'Elegance 

Keep this date free for the annual Tour d'Elegance that is held in conjunction with the 

Ellerslie NZ Classic Car Show. Details will be published as soon as they come to hand. 

8th February, Sunday- 42nd NZ Classic Car Show - Ellerslie 

On Sunday 08 February 2015 some 750 owners from over 70 classic car clubs will gather at 

Ellerslie Race Course to share their enthusiasm, promote their clubs, and celebrate 

motoring as we knew it over the decades. This year the club display theme is "the BIG 

screen" - and the cars that appeared on it as props, part of the scenery, story or action. 

While actors may have had leading roles in most movies or TV series, it's the cars that are 

the stars for our 42nd show. 

 

http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz/index.php
http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz/index.php
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8th February, Sunday- 42nd NZ Classic Car Show - Ellerslie (cont.) 

Introduced last year, the "Survivor" class allows more classic car owners to compete for 

awards without the sometimes eye-watering and impractical cost and time associated with 

restoring a vehicle. There's a higher emphasis on age, originality and history than the other 

classes. Qualifying vehicles will be well cared for, unrestored, unmodified, in original 

condition and well preserved with patina and nostalgic qualities. Low mileage will be an 

advantage, as will a small number of previous owners, original paint and upholstery. 

http://www.concours.org.nz/ 

28 February - 1 March — Bug Jam 15 

Hosted by the DMFV66 crew this event follows on from the hugely successful Bug Jam 

this year. This time hosted at the North Harbour Country Club. More details on the poster 

on the following pages 

 

2nd - 6th April 2015 — VW Nationals  Taupo 

Every year Volkswagen enthusiasts in New Zealand get together on Easter weekend for an 

event called the Volkswagen Nationals. Next year, from the 2nd to 6th of April 2015 the 

Volkswagen Nationals will be held in Taupo.  

 

The 2015 VW Nationals is that it will be the 25th year that the Volkswagen Nationals have 

been running in New Zealand. To make the 25th Nationals a special event, the organising 

committee from the Bay of Plenty Volkswagen Owners club are taking the Nationals back 

to the original site of the first Nationals that was held in Taupo.  

 

The 2015 Nationals will be 1 day longer than previous years to make full use of the 

facilities and activities that are on offer in Taupo. 

 

Easter is also the first weekend of the school holidays, so it’s a good opportunity as a 

family break. http://www.vwnationals2015.co.nz/ 

 

NEW MEMBERS  

The following have recently joined the VWOC,  we look forward to seeing you at coming 

events; 

 

Ian Myhill         1968 Type 3 Square Back 

 

Rosco & Raewyn Pennell       1971 Beetle 1302S 

 

Blair Vernon                  1961 Kombi Panel Van 2.3 litre “reasonably modified” 

         Replica 356 Speedster 1800 

 

Shane & Alison Norton  1972  Dormobile Bay Window 

         1961 Splitscreen Transporter 

http://www.concours.org.nz/
http://www.vwnationals2015.co.nz/
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 FOR SALE: 

 

Parts for sale 12-1300 

 Centre Line two piece alloy wheels 2x 15”x4” 155x15 tyres and 2x 15”x7” 195-60/15 

tyres  $1000 

 Engine Lid with large whale tail  $150 

 W engine lid V.G.C  $350 

 Front bonnet V.G.C  $300 

 After market headlights 12v sealed beam $300 

 Front beam with adjusters  $150 

 Engine lid with 30 louvers punched in $200 

 Rolling pan, no motor  $400 

 1500 4-stud Turbo mags 14”x7”  $300 

 Twin port twin carh high rise manifold S/U carbs  $250 

 Plus other parts 

 

 Phone Sern   07 348 5614 (Rotorua) 

1974 VW Westfalia Camper: 

  

Originally from Luxembourg and first registered in 1974, this is a 1975 model year LHD 

SO73 Westfalia (with the rear hinged top) in fantastic original condition.  The SO73 is ar-

guably the best layout, having a full width bed and walk through kitchen area.  

  

The van was moved to the UK in 2006 and was garaged and only driven in the summer by 

the then owners. We bought the van in 2009 whilst we were living in London. When we 

moved here to New Zealand in 2011, we shipped ‘Custard’ down here too. It has been gar-

age kept in the winters and used for camping trips with our kids in the summers. As we are 

now relocating it would be too difficult to move it with us so sadly we have to sell. 

If you have looked around New Zealand you will know that this is a fantastic van and in 

great condition, and it really is a rare one in our opinion. The interior is original and unmod-

ified with the exception of the two front seats and is near to immaculate throughout. We 

would like to see ‘Custard’ go to someone who appreciates her. 

  

We have extensive records of the work done on the van over the years, including split 

charging system and new leisure battery, tyres, roof canvas and seals, rear seatbelts, push 

rod tubes and seals, engine oil seals, and various bits of bodywork to keep rust at bay! It has 

been expertly serviced by Motor Works Group here in New Zealand. 

  

This is a rare opportunity to buy a very original van in great shape and a solid history. The 

van is in central Auckland so please get in touch if you’d like to see it. If you’re not local 

I’m happy to send photos and answer any questions. 

  

Price $26,500                               Contact: Rob on 022 023 0024 or robertpoll@hotmail.com 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

President 
Eddie Taylor  09 266 6546   mrtype3@gmail.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Terry Sawyer   021 163 6006   tsawyer@clear.net.nz 

 

Events Co-ordinator 

Debbie Wadge  021 026 23575   mistywadge75@hotmail.oom 

 

Merchandise Manager 

Ben Doughney   09 416 8686   ben_d@clear.net.nz 

 

Committee 
Ken O’halloran  09 817 6391   beetlenutx4@hotmail.com 

Peter Lockie   09 838 5590   p.lockie@xtra.co.nz 

John Atkinson   09 832 5824   jrwa@xtra.co.nz 

Knut Erbs    09 818 8791   knuterbs@ihug.co.nz 

Frank Pronk   09 833 8677   euroautoservices@vodafone.co.nz 

Colin & Jo Jury   09 238 4316   cdjury@xtra.co.nz 

Phillip Coyle   021 742 293   aircoyled@gmail.com 

Jason Woolston  021 281 9674   53@herbie.co.nz  

Lloyd Taylor   027 501 2864   wrxetr@gmail.com 

 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 
Club Badges (Die cast metal four colour enamel finish)  $25.00 + $2.00 p&p. 

Club window stickers $4.00 

 

CLUB DISCOUNTS 

The following companies are offering a discount to 

club members. 

Qualitat Motors - discounts to club members on most parts. 220 Station Rd, Penrose. Ph 

09-579-3710 www.qualitat.co.nz 

 

NOTE  Current club membership cards MUST be shown before any parts or service 

discounts will be given and before the invoice is prepared. 

NO CARD NO DISCOUNT! Remember, club discounts are a privilege not a right. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/VolkswagenOwnersClubNZ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VolkswagenOwnersClubNZ
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DROP US A LINE 

All member contributions for the magazine are greatly appreciated.  Feel free to send in 

anything of interest and any ideas for club events etc to the PO Box If you would like them 

returned, please include a S.A.E. and items will be returned to you.  Unclaimed articles will 

be destroyed after two months.   

 

Any For Sales, Articles etc etc, please e-mail to wrxetr@gmail.com.  

All other correspondence to VWOC, PO Box 12-538, Penrose, Auckland. 

 

CLUB MAGAZINE: 

The Volkswagen Owners Club Newsletter is published tri-monthly.  Any correspondence 

should be addressed to VW Owners Club PO Box 12-538, Penrose Auckland. 

Inclusion or non-inclusion of articles is at the complete discretion of the editor and the 

magazine compiler. 

 

CLUB WEBSITE 

The club has its own website, e-mail us, check out the Events, Gallery or surf the Links at: 

http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz 

 

CLUB GALLERY 

The club also has it’s own gallery of activities and events. This can be found on the Gallery 

link on the clubs home page 

http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz/page.php?id=gallery 

 

We specialise in bringing you the largest range of New & Used Volkswagen parts at the cheapest 

possible prices; No part is too difficult for us to find. 

Aside from the parts and VW car sales we also operate a full service workshop, specialising in          

European cars. 

http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz
http://www.vwownersclub.co.nz/page.php?id=gallery
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VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS CLUB 

P O Box 12-538 Penrose, Auckland 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

JULY 2014 - JUNE 2015 

 
The aim of this club is to have fun while keeping VW enthusiasts in touch with each other.  The club is open to all people 

interested in these unique cars.  Our activities are aimed at original and semi-custom vehicles but we welcome all VW’ers.  We 

meet monthly for a drive, film evening or social gathering.  Other benefits of joining include discounts, technical advice, help in 

locating those difficult parts, and making lots of new and interesting friends.  Although based in Auckland our membership         

extends throughout the country and our tri-monthly newsletter helps to keep members informed.  For further details please write 

to the Secretary at the address above.  If you would like to join the club, please complete the lower portion of the form and return 

it along with your subscription. 

............................................................................................................................................................................. 

JULY 2014 - JUNE 2015 $28.00 

 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Volkswagen Owners Club’.  You will receive a club window sticker with 

your new membership.  To purchase additional stickers please send $4.00/sticker. 

............................................................................................................................................................................

. 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING: 
I would like to: enrol as a new member of the club/renew my annual subscription. 

 

  Name.......................................................................................................................   

  Address................................................................................................................... 

  ................................................................................................................................    

  Phone....................................................................................................................... 

  E-Mail......................................................................................................................   

  Vehicle Type/Year/Reg............................................................................................. 

 
In an effort to meet your needs we ask that you complete and return the following questionnaire. 

 
 1) Please rank the following reasons for your joining the club in order of priority, 

     a) to get the discounts offered   ....... 

     b) to meet other enthusiasts    ....... 

     c) to attend social events organised by the club ....... 

     d) to  receive the newsletter    ....... 

     e) other (specify)................................................................  

 

 2) The events I enjoy most are: 

     a) 

     b) 

     c) 

 

 3) I think the club should offer the following events and I would support these when they were held: 

     a) 

     b) 

     c) 

 

 4) I would prefer to receive the club magazine via Email [  ] 

 

 5) Other comments I have regarding activities the club can offer: 
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Motor Works Group is the specialist on the North Shore for all your 

VW air-cooled and water-cooled repairs and servicing needs.   

 

Our friendly team has a wealth of experience working on all VW mod-

els, and is always happy to answer any questions you may have or look 

after and repair your pride and joy.   

 

From custom builds and modifying or to maintaining originality, we 

are the team to talk to.   

 

Call us on 09 476 1270  

or check out our website : http://www.motorworksgroup.co.nz 

http://www.motorworksgroup.co.nz
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